In 1974, the National Aeronautics and Space Adminstration (NASA) gave permission to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to track polar bears (Ursus maritimus) with the Nimbus-66/Random Access Measurement System (RAMS). Kolz et al. (1978) presented results of this effort in 1977. Additional satellite telemetry was attempted in Alaska in 1979 (Taylor 1982) . I combined and re-analyzed the results of those programs and suggest that many of the "movements" observed were actually transmitters drifting on floe ice.
METHODS
Polar bears were located by helicopter and immobilized according to procedures described by Jonkel ( 1967 Jonkel ( , 1970 , Lentfer (1968) 
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